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Benefits of D.O.R.A. 

What is D.O.R.A.? It stands for Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area, and it refers to Ohio Revised 
Code 4301.82, which allows for communities to create these areas for whatever purposes they deem 
necessary. The Old Worthington Partnership has asked the City of Worthington to adopt an ordinance 
that creates one of these areas in Old Worthington, only on High Street from Village Green Drive South 
to South Street (the main business district). We have asked the City to do this for (2) reasons: 

1. The creation of this area will allow our restaurants to expand (and in some cases, create for the 
first time) full service outdoor dining. Current state law requires establishments to fence off any 
seating areas completely, adjacent to the building the area where alcohol is to be served. This 
law restricts our establishments because of our historic streetscape. Essentially, a fence would 
cut off pedestrian traffic and impede the guests. This new law would allow our establishments 
more freedom to situate tables and chairs without fencing. This would allow the flexibility to 
move any tables and chairs for to allow more pedestrian access for the Farmers Market. Also, 
there is good evidence that more outdoor dining helps all businesses in a district. Motion and 
activity attract more attention, and thus, more visitors. 

2. Large scale events would be made less restrictive with the creation of the D.O.R.A. Guests at 
these events would be able to circulate freely throughout the business district with their 
beverages that were purchased at one of the establishments within the D.O.R.A. These events 
would be approved and vetted with the City and The Partnership. This new flexible event 
arrangement would benefit all the businesses in the district, and provide a better experience for 
the guest.    

Our hope in accomplishing these two goals is to keep our district vibrant and relevant. Old Worthington 
is an experience, and we must ensure that we do everything to allow our merchants to capitalize on the 
opportunities presented by this new legislation. Enhancing the Old Worthington experience is our goal. 

The following are considerations that are part of the new proposed ordinance: 

 Alcoholic beverages will only be able to be consumed outside on the patio, adjacent to the 
property of the liquor license holder. Wait staff at each establishment will be trained by the 
Department of Liquor on the proper serving techniques and the rules of the D.O.R.A. On a day-
to-day basis, there will be NO “sip-n-stroll” (i.e. you cannot walk around Old Worthington with a 
beverage on a daily basis). 

 Events that are able to take advantage of the D.O.R.A. would have to apply to the City and be 
signed off on by The Partnership. These events are ones the Partnership plans, or coordinates 
with another group that has the best interests of the district in mind. Essentially, only the major 
events where enhancing the Old Worthington experience is the goal. 

 The City will have a plan for waste removal during events, as well as a public safety plan. The 
Partnership and the City have done due diligence and learned best practices from other 
communities who have a D.O.R.A. 

 Signage, fliers, and educational materials will be distributed in an effort to communicate the 
new ordinance. The Partnership is committed to the success of this endeavor.  


